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Equality of Mind Recognized | 
HE Ridgeficld Park Bulletin of 
Ridgefield Park, N. J., carries at the 

head of its editorial column the follow- 

ing statement of equality: 


“There is no mental difference be- 
tween the male and female mind.” 


Feminist Movement Gain in India 
ADAM SORABJE, a _ leading 
woman educator in India, main- 
tains the only co-educational school in 
that country. This school was endowed 
by Mrs. Finley Shepherd of New York. 
Nearly five hundred children are taken 
from kindergarten to university. 

“Though only a very small percentage 
of women are able to vote,” said Madam 
Sorabje in a recent interview, “they have 
made the vote count for women’s progress. 
With it they have prohibited women and 
children from working in mines and fac- 
tories, and they are trying to establish 
maternity benefits and prohibit child 
labor.” 


France Considers Mothers’ Pensions 


ATERNITY pensions will probably 

be one of the problems taken up by 
the new French parliament after the 
spring elections. 

A dispatch from Paris to the Washing- 
ton Post of February 3 contains the fol- 
lowing description of the procedure neces- 
sary to obtain the desired laws: 


“The Napoleonic code, under which 
France still conducts all her local af- 
fairs, but which is very difficult to 
alter even in the slightest phrasings, 
neglects, however, to compel an em- 
ployer to pay out-of-work dollars to 
working mothers, as is done in other 
countries. 

“To overcome this, Deputy Justin 
Godart has prepared a bill providing 
that for three monts immediately 
preceding or following childbirth an 
employer must not discharge a mother 
because of absence. This, it is ad- 
mitted, is only a first step, to be com- 
plemented by legislation whereby a 
certain percentage of French taxes 
will be diverted to a special fund for 
maternity pensions.” 


Fair Enough 
HE Washington (D. C.) Herald rec- 
ognized the fighting spirit of women 
in the following paragraph, which ap- 
peared in its issue of February 2: 


“A learned police magistrate says 
giving women the right to vote has 
made them belligerent. 

“They ought to be put in the front 
line of trenches and take their chance 
with men in the next war,’ says he. 

“Women might reply to the magis- 
trate, ‘All right, if you will take your 
place in a front cot of the lying-in 
hospital and nurse your baby after 
you have it.’” 


NOTES OF THE WEEK 


American Women Drivers Stimulate 
French Women 
HAT American women who drive 
their own cars are doing much to 
break down the custom of male supremacy 
in European countries is the opinion of 


a contributor to the Washington (D. C.) 


Star of January 27. Says the article: 


“The splendid driving record of 
American women is opening the eyes 
of foreigners and may greatly influ- 
ence their motoring. 

“In France it is very rare to see a 
woman driving a car, and the French- 
man points to this fact as one reason 
for that country’s low automobile 
accident rate. But because this is 
not true, and the facts are reaching 
foreign shores, foreign women are 
said to be seeking greater freedom 
in motoring, as in everything else. 

“It is becoming known in Paris, 
for instance, that the American 
woman is succeeding in showing a 
better driving record than the Amer- 
ican man, and this may change the 
whole situation over there. 

“When the latest figures from the 
Connecticut motor vehicle depart- 
ment reach Paris there will likely be 
an opportunity for French madam to 
put up a good argument to monsieur 
as to why she may be better able to 
pilot the family car, for though 14.1 
per cent. of the total number of Con- 
necticut operators represent women, 
the fair sex figured in but 7 per cent. 
of the number of fatal accidents in 
that state.” 


Women Are Thrifty 

CCORDING to the Annual Report of 
the Philadelphia Saving Fund So- 
ciety of Philadelphia, Pa., quoted in the 
Washington (D. C.) Star of January 27, 
women are the bulwark of saving societies. 
The report shows that of 28,771 new ac- 
counts opened with the Society in 1923, 

15,195 were by women and 13,576 men. 


Mothers’ Pensions Discussed 

N the Evening Star, Washington, D. C., 

of January 31, William Hodson, expert 
of the Russell Sage Foundation, at a ses- 
sion of the Public Welfare Commission 
which met recently in Washington, D. C., 
said that the so-called mothers’ pension 
bill, to be considered at the hearing next 
week, should more properly be called a bill 
to aid dependent children in their homes. 


The First Woman Ambassador Is a 
Russian 


CCORDING te the New York World 
of February 3: 


“Mme. Alexandra Kollontay, Soviet 
Russia’s Ambassador to Norway, is 
the only woman Ambassador in the 
world. She was formerly Bolshevist 
Minister of Public Welfare and has 
been called the most advanced femi- 
nist in Russia. She was born an 
aristocrat and speaks several lan- 
guages. She is about 45 years old.” 


Equal Rights 


Discriminations Noted on the Pink Sport 
Page 
HE Washington Post finds itself in a 
dilemma which it confesses in its 
sport page in the January 21 issue as fol- 
lows: 


“Those in charge of The Washing- 
ton Post modified marathon, to be de- 
cided over the Capital’s streets on the 
morning of George Washington’s 
birthday, find themselves in a di- 
lemma, due largely to their repeated 
statements that registration with the 
Amateur Athletic Union, under whose 
sanction the 10-mile hike will be held, 
was the only entrance qualification 
needed. Yesterday’s mail, however, 
shows that they ‘overplayed their 
hand,’ as a request for entry blanks 
and information was received from 
the Bronx Girls’ Athletic Club, a 
newl¥ organized body of New York’s 
‘fair athletes. 

“Needless to say, when the event 
was planned only man competitors 
were in mind, and the idea that a 
women’s team would consider compet- 
ing was never dreamed of. That the 
women runners desire to compete is 
quite a joke on The Post marathon 
committee and goes to show that it is 
not keeping up with the progress 
athletics have made among the 
women of the United States. Al- 
though no decision has been made in 
the case of the Bronx Girls’ Athletic 
Club, it is expected that they will be 
advised to wait until the next event 
at least.” 


The Vote Is the Thing 


CCORDING to an Associated Press 

dispatch December 17, 1923, to the 
Washington (D. C.) Star, the unbelieve- 
able has come to pass. 


English women are exaggerating their 
age in order to vote, or so some politicians 
charge. 


Says the dispatch: 


“As women are not qualified to vote 
until they reach the age of thirty, 
while the legal voting age of men is 
twenty-one, it is regarded as strange 
that in several parliamentary divi- 
sions the names of women on the reg- 
isters actually outnumbered the men, 
while in many constituencies the dif- 
ference is only slightly in favor of 
the men. Since 1914, when women 
were first admitted to the franchise, 
the total number of voters has swelled 
from 8,000,000 to more than 20,000,- 
000. | 

“<The woman of twenty-nine who 
is keen to vote may take the risk of 
putting herself down as thirty on the 
registration form,’ said one politica 
agent. ‘The official is entitled to ask 
her to produce a certificate of her age, 
but obviousk; he refrains from doing 
s0 unless he has some ground for sus- 
picion.’ ” 
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EQUAL RIGHTS IN THE SPRING LEGISLATURES 


ORE than ten million women will 

be affected by the action taken by 
the state legislatures meeting this Spring, 
upon measures introduced in the legisla- 
ture by the National Woman’s Party to 
remove discriminations against women. 
The legislatures now in session are those 
of Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, 
New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina and Virginia. 


New York 


Anita Pollitzer, secretary of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, is making flying 
trips to as many as possible of these states 
to aid the state committees of the Wom- 
an’s Party, and other national workers 
are assisting the campaign in the other 
states. Miss Pollitzer is at present con- 
ferring with Mrs. Clarence M. Smith, 
state chairman of the New York branch of 
the Woman’s Party. Among the measures 
before the New York legislature are bills 
giving mothers Equal Rights with fathers 
to control of the earnings, services and 
property of their minor children; giving 
women the right to serve on juries; open- 
ing night employment to women, and mak- 
ing the man liable under the prostitution 
laws just as the woman is now liable. 


New Jersey 
During the past week Miss Pollitzer 
has been in New Jersey assisting Mrs. 
Elizabeth Vrooman, state chairman of the 
New Jersey branch of the Woman’s Party, 
concerning pending legislation in New 
Jersey. 


Some of the measures introduced by the 


Woman’s Party in the New Jersey legisla- 
ture are: Equal guardianship by the 
mother with the father of children; giving 
married women the right to contract and 
the right to recover all damages when 
they are injured; giving equal pay for 


women teachers with men teachers when 
performing like services. 


Rhode Island 


In Rhode Island Miss Pollitzer will 
confer with Mrs. James Algeo of Provi- 
dence, state chairman of the Woman’s 
Party for Rhode Island. A bill to estab- 
lish equal property rights for women with 
men and various other measures removing 
discriminations against women have been 
introduced by the Woman’s Party in this 
session of the state legislature. 


Massachusetts 


Going from Rhode Island to Massachu- 
setts, Miss Pollitzer will assist Miss 
Katharine Morey, state chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party, and the state 
committee in the campaign on the Massa- 
chusetts legislature. Among the bills 
which the Woman’s Party is supporting 
in Massachusetts is one giving jury service 
to women, one giving joint control of the 
earnings and services of a child to the 
father and mother, and one giving equal 
rights to women teachers with men teach- 


ers. 
Maryland 


Maud Younger, National Congressional 
Chairman of the Woman’s Party, and Bur- 
nita Shelton Matthews, National Legal 
Research Secretary, spoke this week be- 
fore the Maryland legislature, with Mrs. 
Donald R. Hooker, state chairman of the 
Maryland branch, and Mrs. Dora Ogle, 
state legislative chairman. Among the 


bills sponsored by the Woman’s Party in 


Maryland is one to abolish the old British 
Statute of Charles the Second, which 
permits the father to will away the minor 
child from the mother. Among other 
measures which the Woman’s Party has 
introduced in Maryland is a bill removing 
discriminations against women in the di- 
vorce laws and one providing that a mar- 


ried woman may choose her own domicile 
for voting and office holding purpeses. 


Virginia 
Mrs. Sophie Meredith, state chairman 
for Virginia, has charge of the eampaign 
in that state. Mrs. Meredith and the 
state committee are working te have the 
legislature pass a bill to admit women, to 
the State University on equal terms with 


men students; a bill to make the father of®. 


an illegitimate child liable for its sup- 
port (instead of the mother only being 
liable, as at present); a bill to give jury 


service to women; a bill to give women 4% 


equal property rights with men; a bill to 
give mothers equal control with fathers 


over their children, and a bill to give \ 


women equal rights with men under the 
divorce laws. 
Mississippi 

In Mississippi, Mrs. Ellen Crump, state 
chairman, and Miss Vivian Cook, state 
vice-chairman, are in charge of the legis- 
lative campaign. Among the Equal 
Rights measures which the Woman’s 
Party is seeking to have passed by the 
Mississippi legislature are a bill opening 
jury service to women; a bill prohibiting 
the practice of paying women teachers less 
than men for the same work, and a bill 
to give a married woman the right to re- 
cover all damages when she is negligently 
injured. 

South Carolina 

In South Carolina Mabel Pollitzer, state 
chairman of the National Woman’s Party, 
is directing the legislative campaign. The 
Equal Rights bills which the Woman’s 
Party seeks to have passed in South Caro- 
lina include a bill giving married women 


_ the right to sue and be sued independentiy 


of their husbands, and a measure to estab- 
lish for women the same homestead rights 
which men possess. 


EQUAL RIGHTS HEARING FEBRUARY 6 


(Note—The hearing before the Judiciary Committee and depu- 


tations to the President will not take place in time for notice in 


the February 8th issue of Equal Rights.) 


ITH the hearing on the Equal Rights amendment by the 
sub-committee of the Judiciary Committee of the United 
States Senate on February 6th, the Woman’s Party makes its 
first formal presentation to Congress of the argument for the 
adoption of the Equal Rights amendment. Simultaneously with 
the hearing which will take place in the halls of congress, there 
will be a deputation of New England women to the President in 
the White House; thereby two citadels in the heart of the national 
capitol will be attacked at once. 

The judiciary hearing will be in charge of Maud Younger, con- 
gressional chairman for the National Woman’s Party, who will 
present the reasons why women should be given Equal Rights. 
Miss Younger is arranging for speakers to come from all parts 


of the country and from all walks of life to take part in the dis- 
cussion which the hearing will bring about. The industrial side 
of Equal Rights, the professional side, the moral side, the legal 
side, every phase of discrimination against women in law and in 
life will be thrashed out before the sub-committee. 

The deputation of New England women to President Coolidge 
will be headed by Mrs. Anne Archbold of Maine. This deputation 
will lay before the President the attitude of women in his own 
section of the country toward Equal Rights, and will ask the 
President’s aid in removing discriminations against women in 
New England through furthering the passage of the Lucretia 
Mott amendment. At the President’s request the deputation will 
be limited to ten women. Arrangements for receiving the depu- 
tation are in the hands of C. Bascom Slemp, Secretary to the 
President. Mr. Slemp has made the appointment for 12.1 


o’clock February 6th, 
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OBJECT OF THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
To remove all forms of the subjection of women. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


egy Joint Resolution Number 21. 
(3 ouse Joint Resolution Number 75. 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout 
the United States and every place subject 
| to its jurisdiction.” 


Introduced in the Senate, December 10, 1923, by Smnator 
Curris. 


Introduced in the House of Representatives, December 
13, 1923, by Representative D. R. ANTHONY. 
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Equal Rights 
THE NIGHT WORK LAW 


PUL SEWHERE in this issue there is an account of the recent argu- 
ment before the United States Supreme Court on the constitution- 
ality of the New York law prohibiting night work in restaurants for 
women, but not prohibiting it for men. This is the first time that the 
constitutionality of a law prohibiting women, but not men, from work- 
ing at night has come before the Supreme Court and the decision will be 
of great importance to women. 


The suit before the Supreme Court deals with the case of a waitress 
who was supporting herself and her two children during her husband’s 
absence in the World War, by waiting in a restaurant from six to twelve 
in the evening. She preferred the evening work because it enabled her 
to look after her children in the day and because it paid her better than 
did day work, on account of the larger tips in the evening. She lost her 
work, and her place was taken by a man, because of the law “protect- 
ing” her from night work. 


The doctrine that women, because they belong to the “weaker sex” 
may be prohibited from working at night by laws applying to women but 
not to men, is a dangerous doctrine for women. Such laws make it more 
difficult for women to earn a living, for they close various paid positions 
to women and do not give them new positions in place of those that they 
take away. Equal pay, equal opportunity*for promotion, equal recogni- 
tion of work, are incompatible with special protective laws limiting the 
service which women may offer their employers while not limiting the 
service which their male competitors may offer. 


The Woman’s Party believes that if night work is bad for women 
because the streets are not safe at night, as is sometimes claimed, then 
the streets should be made safe instead of barring women from the 
streets. If there are occupations which the community considers injurious 
to the health when carried on at night, these occupations should be 
closed to both men and women and not to women alone. In this way the 
welfare of the individual and of the race will be aided and women will 
not be subjected to an additional handicap in competing with men. 


The Woman’s Party’s position on this subject is stated in its Declara- 
tion of Principles which reads: “RESTRICTIONS UPON THE 
HOURS, CONDITIONS, AND REMUNERATION OF LABOR 
SHALL APPLY ALIKE ’TO BOTH SEXES.” 


PROTECTING WOMEN 


gt O conceive that in the sharp and bitter competition ordained by the 

present organization of industry an individual who is alleged to be 
“weaker” than another will get the preference in salary, hours or position 
is to admit a complete misapprehension of the mainsprings of business. 
Weakness predicates exploitation. This an axiom of the capitalist system. 


Now protective legislation is based upon the untrue assumption that 
women are the weaker sex. There is no other imaginable reason for 
‘special welfare legislation for women.” This false statement is the 
basis of “protective” laws and constitutes a general insult to all women. 
If women are “weaker” than men it follows of necessity that they are of 
less value to the employers, therefore he pays them less and gives them 
inferior positions. When the restrictions are drawn too close it is more 
convenient to employ men or boys and so the women may be altogether 
discarded. Then there is the washtub with its back-breaking invitation, 
or the crouching work of the charwoman so healthful for a pregnant 
woman, or the great white way if she is pretty, or the twenty-four-hour 
day and seven-day week so nobly offered in the homes of the sentimen- 
talists who contribute to the war chests of pseudo labor organizations. A 
charming prospect and inevitable under a regime of protective legislation. 


When we think of the cruelty inflicted through protective legisla- 
tion by these soft-hearted sentimentalists and their hard-hearted sisters 
among the job holders, we yearn for the day when justice and clear- 
tongued reason will walk roughshod over their senseless opposition to 
the Lucretia Mott Amendment, | 
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: NIGHT WORK FOR WOMEN 


N January 18th there was argued be- 

fore the United States Supreme Court 
the constitutionality of the New York law 
forbidding women, but not men, to work 
in restaurants after 10 o’clock in the eve- 
ning. The law reads as follows: 


“3. In cities of the first and sec- 
ond class no female over the age of 
sixteen years shall be employed, per- 
mitted or suffered to work in or in 
connection with any restaurant * * * 
before 6 o’clock in the morning or af- 
ter 10 o’clock in the evening of any 
day. This subdivision shall, how- 
ever, not apply to females employed 
in restaurants as singers and per- 
formers of any kind, or as attendants 
in ladies’ cloak rooms and parlors, 
nor shall it apply to females employed 
in or in connection with the dining 
rooms and kitchens of hotels or in 
connection with lunch rooms or res- 
taurants conducted by employers 
solely for the benefit of their own 
employees.” 

Under this law, Joseph Radice, who 
owned and managed a restaurant in Buf- 
falo, was convicted in 1918 and fined $20 
for permitting Anna Schmidt, a waitress, 
to work until midnight. When the law 
went into effect in October, 1917, Anna 
Schmidt, whose husband had been drafted 
into the army, was supporting herself and 
her children by working in the evening 
from 6 o’clock until midnight because she 
could then be spared from the care of her 
children and could realize the most from 
the liberal tips of patrons after theater 
hours. 


Law Believed to Be Unconstitutional 


Radice carried the case through the 
courts of New York state and to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States on the 
contention that the night-work law is 
unconstitutional because it violates the 
following provisions of the Federal con- 
stitution : 


“No state shall make or enforce any 
law which shall abridge the privi- 
leges of citizens of the United States; 
nor shall any state deprive any per- 
son of life, liberty or property, with- 
out due process of law; nor deny to 
any person within its jurisdiction 
the equal protection of the laws.” 
(Sect. 1, 14th Amendment, U. 8. 
Constit.) 


“No State * * * shall pass any 
* * * * Jaw impairing the obligation 
of contracts.” (Sect. 10, Art. 1, U.S. 
Constit. ) 


The supporters of the constitutionality 
of this particular night-work law based 
their argument in the brief submitted to 
the United States Supreme Court upon 
the ground that women are in need of spe- 
cial laws protecting them in industry for 


the sake of the race. This arguinent was 
supported by extracts from industrial re- 
ports presenting the bad effects of night 
work on health because of the inferior 
value of daytime sleep; the bad effects of 
the deprivation of sunlight as a result of 
night work; the injury to eyesight from 
night work; the disturbance of physio- 
logical processes with its attendant evil 
psychological effects as a result of night 
work; the evil effect of night work on 
morals and its inevitable destruction of 
family life; the endangering of any pro- 
gram of education and reduction of illit- 
eracy when night work takes men and 
women away from night schools. The 
reports touched upon the general benefit 
to commercial prosperity and the supe- 
rior output when night work is prohib-. 
ited, and finally endeavored to show the 
necessity of legislative prohibition of 
night work in order that the legal work 
day may be enforced and the employer who 
wishes to abolish night work may not be 
subjected to underbidding competition. 


Night Work Is Equally Injurious to Men 

When the substance of these reports was 
called to the attention of the Supreme 
Court, one of the Justices inquired 
whether it was not true that these evil 
effects of night work applied to men also. 
To this the counsel for the State, who was 
arguing the case for the constitutionality 
of the night-work law, replied that while 
that is true, it is true also that women, 
being weaker, cannot endure these evils 
as well as men. 


With reference to at least one class of 
women exempted from the operation of 
the law against night work in restaurants 
—attendants in ladies’ cloakrooms and 
parlors—it is interesting to note counsel’s 
statement in his brief that “the places of 
such attendants could obviously not be 
filled by men at night, as can the places 
of regular employees.” By these women 
the moral hazard of the streets at mid- 
night must therefore be faced. 


The brief for Mr. Radice, claiming that 
the night-work law is not constitutional, 
contended that the law violates the. four- 
teenth amendment by depriving women of 
the right or privilege of earning a liveli- 
hood, which has been described as “the 
very essence of personal freedom” by Jus- 
tice Hughes; by abridging the privileges 
and immunities of women who are citizens 
of the United States: and by interferring 
“with the liberty of contract, which cannot 
legally be justified in a free land.” Since 
it absolutely prohibits some women from 
working in restaurants while it permits 
others to do so, and is applicable only to 
some cities (cities of more than 50,000), 
it operates unequally and unjustly, ac- 


cording to the claims of the counsel ut 
Mr. Radice. It was contended that the 
employment of women in restaurants of 
cities of the first and second class was not 
so detrimental to health as to justify this 
law against night-time employment, and 
there was presented the testimony given 
at the trial by physicians and employees 
showing that this employment is not 
injurious to health and that the work 
at night is lighter and better paid than 
work in the same place during the day. 
Finally as to the right of women to free- 
dom from restraint upon their right of 
contract, it was urged that the language 
of Justice Sutherland in the recent Min- 
imum Wage decision of the United States 
Supreme Court should govern this case. 


Justice Sutherland’s Opinion 
In the Minimum Wage case Justice Suth- 
erland, in speaking of the alleged differ. 
ence between men and women, said: 


“The ancient inequality of the 
‘sexes, otherwise than physical, as sug- 
gested in Muller v. Oregon (208 U. S. 
421), has continued ‘with diminish- 
ing intensity.’ In view of the great— 
not to say revolutionary—changes 
which have taken place since that ut- 
terance, in the contractual, political 
and civil status of women, culminat- 
ing in the Nineteenth Amendment, it 
is not unreasonable to say that these 
differences have now come almost, if 
not quite, to the vanishing point. In 
this aspect of the matter, while the 
physical differences must be recog- 
nized in appropriate cases, and legis- 
lation fixing hours of conditions. of 
work may properly take them into ac- 
count, we cannot accept the doctrine 
that women of mature age, sui juris, 
require or may be aubjected to restric- 
tions unon their liberty or contract. 
which could not lawfully be imnosed 
in the case of men under similar cir- 
cumstances. To do so would be to 
ignore all the implications to be 
drawn from the present dav trend of 
legislation, as well as that of common 
thought and usage, bv which woman 
is accorded emancipation from the old 
doctrine that she must he given sne- 
cial protection or be subjected to spe- 
cial restraint in her contractu.] and 
civil relationships.” 


The case of Radice versus the State of 
New York brings before the United States 
Supreme Court the question as to whether 
the state may say to its women and not 
to its men, not only how many hours they 
may work, but also as to when those hours 
shall come. This is the first time that 
the question of the constitutionality of a 
night-work law has come before the United 
States Supreme Court, and the outcome 
of this case is of great importance to all 
women. 


414 


Equal Rights 


PLANS FOR AUGUST CONFERENCE 


N election policy Conference to de- 

termine what part the National 
Woman’s Party will take in the national 
elections of 1924 will be held August 5th 
at Meadowmount, the former home of 
Inez Milholland, near Elizabethtown, in 
the Adirondacks. This decision was 
reached at the January meeting of the 
National Council of the Woman’s Party, 
held at the National Headquarters in 
Washington. 


The Conference 


The Conference will be open to glb Life 
Members, Founders, members of natfonal, 
state and local committees, and officers of 
professional councils of the Woman’s 
Party. All members and friends of the 
Woman’s Party will be welcome as guests 
at the Conference, but only the Life Mem- 
bers, Founders, members of national, state 
and local committees, and members of 
committees of professional councils. will 
be entitled to vote upon the election policy. 

What part the Woman’s Party shall 
take in the election campaign of 1924, in 
order best to help forward the woman 
movement, must be most carefully consid- 
ered. The plan for this Conference is, 
therefore, being made a long time in ad- 
vance, in order that all entitled may plan 
to attend. 


The Masque 
The election policy Conference will be 
held coincidentally with the Inez Mil- 
holland Memorial Masque and the na- 
tional conference of the Students’ Council 
of the Woman’s Party, both of which will 
take ‘place at Meadowmount, under the 
direction of the Inez Milholland Commit- 
tee of the Woman’s Party. These events 
will all be held during the birthday week 
of Inez Milholland, who laid down her life 
for the cause of women in the last presi- 
dential election campaign in which the 

Woman’s Party took part. 


The Students’ Council 
The Students’ Council conference will 
meet on August 4th in the home where 
Inez Milholland lived. Her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Milholland, and her sister, Vida, 
who live at Meadowmount, will act as 
hosts to the Students’ Conference. 


The masque, commemorating the life 
of Inez Milholland, will take place on her 
birthday, August 6th, and will be the final 
event of the three days’ conference. The 
neighbors who lived near Inez Milholland 
all her life will take part in the masque, 
which will be produced by Hazel MacKaye 
and Alice Young, under the direction of a 
Committee of which Claire Booth Brokaw 
is Chairman. 


The Pilgrimage 

The members of the Conference will 
make a pilgrimage to the grave of Inez 
Milholland on Mount Inez, near Meadow- 
mount, during the period of the Confer- 
ence. 

Lucy Branham, Chairman of the Inez 
Milholland Memorial Committee; Hazel 
MacKaye and Alice Young, Directors of 
the Masque, and Alice Paul, representing 
the National Council of the Woman’s 
Party, will visit Meadowmount within the 
next few weeks to plan for hotel accommo- 
dations for the Conference, for the place 
of the holding of the business sessions and 
all other arrangements. While at Mea- 
dowmount they will be the guests of Mr. 
and Mrs. Milholland, and will have their 
co-operation in the making of all plans 
for the celebration of Inez Milholland’s 
birthday. | 

A program for the Conference will be 
issued in the near future. Anyone desir- 
ing to attend the Conference should write 
for further information to the National 
Headquarters of the Woman’s Party, Capi- 
tol Hill, Washington, D. C. 


Invitation to the August Conference 
February ist, 1924. 


Dear Members of National, State and 
Local Committees, Founders and 
Life Members: 


We are writing at the direction of 
the National Council of the Woman’s 
Party, to invite you to a conference 
of National, State and Local Officers 
and Committee Members, Founders 
and Life Members, to be held August 
4th, 5th and 6th in the Adirondacks, 
to decide upon the election policy to 
be pursued by the Woman’s Party in 
the Presidential and Congressional 
elections this year. 

The Election Policy Conference of 
the Woman’s Party will be held 
shortly after the Conventions of the 
Republicans, Democrats and other 
partjes in order that the Woman’s 
Party may make its election plans 
withthe knowledge of what these par- 
ties are planning to do with regard to 
the discriminations against women in 
the United States. 

The time and place for the Confer- 
encé has also been fixed in order that 
those attending the Election Policy 
Conference may be present at the | 
gatherings arranged by our Inez Mil- 
holland Committee for the week of 
August 6th, the birthday anniversary 
of Inez Milholland, who laid down 
her life in the last presidential elec- 
tion campaign in which the Woman’s 
Party took part. 

A tentative program for the Confer- 
ence is enclosed and details of ar- 
rangements and accommodations will 
be sent you later. This call is sent 
now in order that you may make your 
plans for attendance and representa- 
tion of the Woman’s Party member- 
ship in your locality. 

Sincerely, 
HI 


Chairman of the National 
Council of the Woman’s Party. 
ANITA POLLITZER, 
National Secretary Woman's 
& P arty. 


EQUAL RIGHTS AND THE PROGRESSIVE CONFERENCE 


HE Eastern Progressive Conference, 
which met on January 19th, in Wash- 
ington, D. C., in the Hotel Hamilton, 
voted to send the question of the endorse- 


ment of the Lucretia Mott amendment to — 


the Farmer-Labor Progressive Convention 
to be held May 30 in the Twin Cities, St. 
Paul and Minneapolis, when the Farmer- 
Labor Party will nominate its candidate 
for President. 

Janet Hills of Cleveland, Ohio, organ- 
izer of the Woman’s Party, who has come 
to Washington to interest the Senators 
and Congressmen of her state in Equal 


Rights, and Mrs. Ida Hathaway of Balti- 
more, represented the Woman’s Party at 
the Eastern Progressive conference. They 
were granted a brief period in which to 
speak, after which ensued a heated argu- 
ment that lasted an hour and a half. 

The energy and unswerving determina- 
tion of the Woman’s Party were compli- 
mented by J. G. Brown, National Secre- 
tary of the Farmer-Labor Party. He said 
to the Conference: 


“If the National Woman’s Party is 
back of the Lucretia Mott amendment 
it is bound to go through. There 


would not have been any suffrage for 
women if it had not been for the 
Woman’s Party.” 


J. A. H. Hopkins, chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Forty-eight, told the Conference 
that the Farmer-Labor Party would have 
to give its support to the Lucretia Mott 
amendment sooner or later. He asked the 
opposition to come out and make itself 
known. He said that practically every 
one in the Conference was for Equal 
Rights. The amendment was then re- 
ferred to the resolutions committee, which, 
in turn, referred it to the convention in 
May. 


- 
‘ 
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GRACE LA RUE IS GUEST AT NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


RACE LA RUE, internationally 

known as one of the leading figures 
in the vaudeville world and also recog- 
nized as a singer and actress of distinc- 
tion, was the guest of honor at a tea given 
at the Woman’s Party Headquarters, 
January 19. 


Miss La Rue became interested in the 
Equal Rights campaign while playing at 
Keith’s Theater in Washington, and be- 
came a member of the rapidly growing 
number of Founders of the Woman’s 
Party. 

In an interview following the act in 
which Miss La Rue appears with her hus- 
band, Hale Hamilton, she said: 


“T have always stood for Equal 
Rights without being aware that there 
was any organized effort to attain 
equality for women. I always thought 
that one just believed in the prin- 
ciple, and if I had known the Wom- 
an’s Party existed for the sole pur- 
pose of removing legal and traditional 
handicaps against women, I would 
certainly have become a member long 
before this. But now that I am a 
member, I will do all I can to help 
further the interests of the move- 
ment. 


_ “T believe that every woman is at 
heart in sympathy with the principle 
of Equal Rights, and that if she is a 
little timid about asserting her opin- 
ions on the matter, it is because she 
dislikes starting an argument and de- 
cides instead to let things remain as 
they are. Because of this, the women 
back of the Equal Rights campaign 
are to be highly commended for fac- 


—Washington Post. 


SENATOR ARTHUR CAPPER, GRACE LA RUE AND HALE HAMILTON, HER HUSBAND, CONFERRING ON 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT IN WASHINGTON 


ing public opinion, and very often 
public ridicule. But the time is com- 
ing, 1 am sure, when all women will 
sense the justness of giving women 
a free will. in choosing the thing they 
consider best for themselves. 

“T am amazed to learn that there is 
organized opposition to Equal Rights, 


on the grounds that it will do away 


with special protective legislation ap- 
plying to women but not to men. As 
a worker in my profession for many 
years, I have come in contact with 
women in every walk of life, and I 
know that it is necessary, if they are 
to progress at all in their work, that 
they be on a footing of equality with 


men. It is humiliating and unfair 
for women to be forced out of work 
they are well prepared to undertake 
because of special labor legislation 
applying only to women. I am abso- 

_ lutely in favor of the Woman’s Party 
stand that restrictive labor legisla- 
tion should apply to men as well as 
to their women competitors.” 


During Miss La Rue’s stay in Washing- 
ton she discussed the question of Equal 
Rights with Senator Arthur Capper of 
Kansas, who is an old friend of her hus- 
band’s family, in the effort to secure his 
vote for the Equal Rights amendment. 


NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


Meetings Held in New Jersey 


NITA POLLITZER, National Secretary, who has been in 
New Jersey for a week or two, reports enthusiastically of 
meetings arranged in that state by Mary DuBrow. She writes: 


“IT spent one day in Ridgefield Park with Mrs. Vroo- 
man, State Chairman, and the two Ridgefield Board mem- 
bers, Mary Cox and Lelia Enders, came over. Mrs. 
Vrooman decided to call a Board meeting in Newark on 
Tuesday afternoon. In the morning I met Mrs. R. M. 
Laird to go over the legislative bills with her. 

“T spent one day also with Mrs. Andre Fouilhoux, 
who knew Inez Milholland and helped Miss Paul in the 
early National Woman’s Party days in the west. 

“An organization meeting will be held in Clifton, where 
the bills for the legislature will be thoroughly discussed 
and a definite plan of work decided upon for members 
and support. 433 

“It has taken much time to get the bills introduced. 
The legislature meets only Monday night and Tuesday 
each week, occasionally Wednesday. There have been 
many delays, due to the necessity for getting material 
multigraphed for the legislators, a sheet for each man. 

“T spoke at Riverton on the program with the Gov- 
ernor—a lawyer gave the opposing speech. We got a 
new member.” 


Mary DuBrow, National Organizer in New Jersey, writes to 
Headquarters : 


Mrs. Esther Margolis, a member of the 
the Woman’s Party, made her daughter Catherine of five a mem- 
ber of the Party. 

The child is an instinctive feminist. Recently she heard Mrs. 
Blank, whom she knew, referred to as Mary White. Catherine 
was mystified, and it was explained to her that Mrs. Blank was 
Miss White before she married and changed her name. 
studying it over Catherine said: 


“Our Clifton meeting at which Anita Pollitzer spoke, 
was a great success. We had a good crowd, for a small 
community, and got seventeen new members. We have 
also three new Founders—Mrs. D. E. Bordner, Miss 
Pauline Steinberg and Mrs. Agnes McDermott Stiner. 
Both Mrs. Stiner and Mrs. Bordner are planning card 
parties. We are organizing and electing officers in 
Clifton. 


“We passed unanimously a resolution to the President 
at the meeting and to the New Jersey delegation in 
Congress.” 

“We have meetings arranged for the 7th and 14th of 
February. Anita Pollitzer will speak before the dis- 
trict meeting of the Federation of Woman’s Clubs which 
will be held in Riverton.” 


“When I get big I am going to marry Seymour (her 
brother), then I won’t have to have a different name. 
I like my name and I want to have it always.” 


New Jersey Branch of 


After 
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New York Women Active for Equal Rights 


“Assemblyman Lewis G. Stapley, Republican, of Liv- 
ingston county, last night enrolled among the champions 
of Equal Rights for women when he introduced a bill 
advocated by the National Woman’s Party Industrial 
Council, providing that ‘hereafter in this state females 


of women in certain occupations appeared in the Timee- 
Union, Albany, N. Y., January 29: 


Word From Havana, Cuba 
HE following account of the bill repealing the employment RECENT letter from Mrs. E. B. Newman, a member of the 


Equal Rights 


National Woman’s Party, from Havana, Cuba, refers to the. 


feminist movement in that part of the world as follows: 


“We are trying to establish a National Woman’s Party 
Branch in Havana, Mrs. L. 8. Houston and myself, but 
we have only two members. I have interested myself in 
the feminist movement, which is growing steadily here, 
and I hope healihfuily, for if any women need it, they are 
the Latin women. Recently I represented them in the 


may be employed to work or labor at night in any occu- 
pation of employment that is lawful for males to engage 
in at night.’ 

“There is a further provision that ‘this act shall be 
deemed to supersede the provisions of any laws which 
deny to females but not to males the right to work be- 
tween the hours of 10 o’clock in the evening and 7 o’clock 
in the morning, and all other laws inconsistent here- 
with.’ 

“ *T believe,’ said Mr. Stapley, ‘tkat women should have 
the same opportunity in industrial fields that men have. 
The right to work is one of the human liberties that 
should not be infringed in the case of a woman any more 
than in the case of aman. We should not consider that 

- all the vested rights in industry belong to men, and that 

_.women are not to be permitted to remain in industry 

- except under certain restrictions and regulations pre- 
scribed by the government. We must not consider the 
adult female as a ward of the state, but we must give 
her the same freedom of contract, and the same right of 
selection or choice that we give to men.’ 

“Among the women backing this bill are a number who 
lost their jobs when the ‘no night work for women’ law 
went through several years ago.” 


At a meeting held at the home of Mrs. Henry Phipps, 1062 Fifth 
avenue, resolutions were unanimously passed asking United States 
Senators James W. Wadsworth, Jr., and Royal 8S. Copeland to 
support the Lucretia Mott amendment, and calling upon the New 
York Legislature to support the Equal Rights bills now before 
| the assembly. Anita Pollitzer, Secretary of the National Wom- 

a ~  an’s Party, spoke on the amendment and told of the work being 
; done for its support. Miss Helen Fraser of England, who was a 
Liberal candidate for Parliament, spoke on the recent gains 
British women had made toward fuller equality with men in all 
walks of life. 

Among those at the meeting were Mrs. Edward Robinson, Mrs. 
Calvin Tomkins, Mrs. Otto H. Kahn, Mrs. C. L. Stralem, Mrs. 
Dexter Blagden, Mrs. Lindley Hoffman Chapin, Mrs. H. O. Have- 
meyer, Mrs. Jacob Wertheim, Mrs. Robert Niles, Mrs. Jacob Riis, 
Mrs. Jan Boissevain, Mrs. John Winters Brannan, Miss Doris 
Stevens, Mrs. John Rogers, Mrs. John Jay White, Mrs. Clarence 
M. Smith and Mrs. Mildred Mary Combs. 


Equal Rights Support in Washington 
HE following letter has been received from Miss O. M. Bruce, 
a member of the Woman’s Party, Maple Falls, Washington: 


“First, an enclosure for subscription to EquaL Ricuts, 
and long life and a powerful one to it! Those of us who 
cannot, for many reasons, be in the fight, and yet are of 
it, can do what we can to aid, and I am now writing our 
Washington congressmen and senators, as you ask, and 
shall push the same work amongst others in my locality. 
I hope to organize the women here this spring, and in 
that way do some good in different ways. 

“Personally, my heart is and always has been in this 
thing. My foremother, the wife of John Adams, once 
asked the early and now historic question when he set out 
on his journey to that epochal convention: ‘Why the 
word “male,” John? And we have been asking our 
Johns that same question for generations. Now it will 
be answered. 

“God bless you women at Headquarters! I think of 
you thousands of times. Mrs. Belmont and others of you 
will go down into history, listed as stateswomen of vision 
with Washington, John Marshall and those others who 
saw and believed that what they saw, the future would 
bring. My devotion to you all, Alice Paul and everyone.” 


Florida State Convention of Federated Clubs. 
“The Club Femenino of Cuba is affiliated with the 
National Woman’s Party group.” 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 


| 
| 


| 


“REASURER’S REPORT, National Woman’s Party, Capitol 
Hill, Washington, D. C. Auditor: Nettie Trail, C. P. A. | 
Receipts of National Headquarters December 7, 1912, to Janu- 


ary 25, 1924, $1,241,960.49. 


Contributions, membership receipts and other receipts, Janu- 
ary 25, 1924, to February 1, 1924: 


Miss Mary Winsor, Pa............ $139.50 


l‘er Colorado Branch : 
Mrs. John Anthony Crook. 
Mrs. John 
Mrs. W. H. Cundey....... 50 
Mrs. Fred Bagle.................... 50 
Mrs. Jerry Vasconsells........ 50 
Mrs. M. B. Donahower........ 50 
Mrs. Josephine Gillett.......... 50 
Mra. Oy 50 
Mrs. Ralph Smith................. 50 
Mrs. D. A. Wadlegn.............. 50 
Mrs. Wm. H. Delleker.......... 50 
Miss Helen M. Burke.......... 
Mrs, Belle Scott.................... 50 
50 
5O 
50 
50 
50 
50 
00 
00 


ler Minnesota Branch: 
Mrs. Amy ©. Fitzgerald... 
Mrs. 8. Borushak.............. 
Mrs. Christine Pixler......... 
Miss Anne Garber... . 
Miss Ann Lazarus................ 


Mrs. John M. Nelson, Wibs...... 1. 

Mrs. Asle J. Gronna, D. C...... 1. 

Mrs. E. B. Bartlett, N. Y....... 1.00 
Miss Mabel Southwick, Vt... 1.00 
Mrs. W. ©. Gorgas, D. C.......... 1,00 
Miss b.. K. Ranger, N. Y......... 1.00 
Mrs. O. L. Lawson, Mass....... 25.00 
Mrs. Nellie BE, Fealy, D. C..... 10.00 
Mrs. Olga Cutler, Cal.............. 10.00 
Miss Eva Ammen, Mont.......... 5.00 
Mrs. J. A. Fouilhoux, N. J...... 1.00 
Mrs. bk. H. Hamilton, N. Y... 1.00 
Miss A. M. McKelden, D.C... 1.00 
Miss H. C. Calvert, Va............ 1,00 
Mrs. E. G. Davidson, D. C...... 1.00 
Mrs. M. H. L. Wilmarth, D.C. 1.00 
Mrs. T. L. Connelly, Md......... 1.00 
Mrs. Estelle T. Mayer, D. C. 1.00 
Mrs. Carrie VY. Cowles, D. C. 1.00 
Mrs. Richard A. Allen, D.C... 1.00 
Miss ida G. Williams, 0O........ 1.00 
Miss Alice E. Roe, D. C........... 1.00 
Miss A. R. Van Meter, D.C... 1.00 
Miss Lillian Genth, N. Y......... 10.00 
Mrs. R. E. Sherwood, N. Y..... 1.00 
Mrs. Edith O. Heidel, D. C... 1.00 
Mrs. Mary M. Jones, D. C...... 1.00 
Miss Hazel Edgar, D. C........... 1,00 


Mrs. C. L. Blackburn, D. C... 50 


Per New York Branch: 
Mrs. Charles F. Ennis.......... .50 


Per New York City Committee : 


Mrs. C. I. Stralen.................. 50.00 
Miss Florence Dike Miller.. 5.00 
Mrs. Anita Loog..................... 5.00 
Miss Dorothy ©. Barck........ 50 


Mrs. Eliz. W. Ehrgott _... 
Mrs. Frances K. Kead.......... 
Miss Carrie M. Jones............ 
Miss Evelyn Stenton........... 
Miss Alyse P. Young........... 
. Mrs. Sara Seton.................... 
Miss Beatrice Savage......... 
Miss C. B. Rose, Jr.............. 
Mrs. Leo 8. Koch.................. 
Mrs. Esther Hardesty......... 
Miss Kathryn 
Mrs. Hattie K. Brooks....... 


Mrs. Hazel Flagler............. 
New Jersey Branch: 
Mrs. Bertha I. Irving.......... 
Mrs. A. D. Cheston............... 
Mrs. Regina Bordner........... 
Miss Pauline A. Steinberg. 
Mrs. Helen Perry Curtis... 
Mrs. Jeanette Morgan.......... 
Mrs. Thomas D. Rambant.. 
Miss Dorothy S. De Wit...... 
Miss H. Vorrath...... 
Mrs. G. B. 


Mrs. George Lawrence... 
Mrs. Christine Doolittle... 
Mrs. Sadie V. Aspell........... 
Mrs. Louise E. Zacherias 
Mrs. M. Bosworth............... 
Mrs. Dora E. Borrell ......... 
Mrs. Mae Palmans.............. 
Mrs. Margaret E. Herbert . 
Mrs. Eliz. K. MeDermott.... 
Mrs. Josephine Murphy....... 
Mrs. Catherine Margolis... 
Mrs. A. H. Dewitt................ 


Mrs. Pearl Edwards, Tenn... 25.00 
. Mrs. C. W. Babson, Mass....... 10.00 | 
Per Michigan Branch: 

Mrs. Rilla Nelson.................. 5.00 
Miss Netta Craig, D. C.......... 1.00 
Mrs. R. H. Nicholls, D. C....... 1.00 
Mrs. Augusta Carl, D. C......... 1.00 
Mrs. W. W. Husband, Vt........ 1.00 
Mrs. Maynard Ladd, D. C....... 1,00 
Miss Adele Moody, D, C......... 1.00 


Per Cartoon Fund Committee: 
Miss Florence Rogatz,N. Y. 10.00 
84.00 


Total receipts through Jan. 


2006... 18.50 
Total receipts, Dec. 7, 1912, 
to Feb. 1, 1924.............. $1,242,478.99 
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Printers 
LIGHT AND LOMBARD 


Miss Marie L. Bruere.. 
Miss Alice H. Bruere...... 
| Mrs. Jean L. Foss... 
| 5.00 
5.00 
| 5.00 
| 3.50 
50 
50 
.50 
Mrs. Chas. Lieblich........ 50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
ee Salé of literature...................... 6.00 
a 50 Rent of rooms at Headgatrs... 85.00 
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